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In some ways, it seems as if we’re working our way backwards.  Last week’s gospel shared the 

words of Jesus from the thirteenth chapter of Mark, warning us about “that day or hour no one 

knows.” The evangelist emphasizes Jesus’ urging: be ready, keep awake, be prepared for Jesus’ 

return at the end of the age. 

Now we find ourselves at the very beginning of Mark’s gospel.  The words say “the beginning of 

the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.” Most scholars agree that this was the first title of 

this gospel.  In fact, they further believe this was the first of the gospels completed.  

New Testament scholar Mark Allan Powell reminds us: At this point in history, no one had ever 

written "a Gospel" before. Mark probably thought he was writing a biography, but when he 

chose to call his work "the good news (gospel) of Jesus Christ" he gave a name to a new genre of 

literature. 

You can see right away that this becomes more than a biography.  Mark wants to tell us about 

the beginning of a new era, a time and place in which God has entered human history in an 

unprecedented way.  Welcome to “the gospel era.”  Mark sets about to tell us how this gospel era 

began: it all started with Jesus Christ, the Son of God, who announced the in-breaking of God’s 

kingdom, God’s reign over all creation, as revealed in a new covenant, sealed through his own 

blood, as Mark’s “gospel” will tell us later. (14:24). [Mark Allan Powell, commentary for 12/07/14 at 

www.workingpreacher.org] 

The main character of our passage today, John the Baptist is the link between the old covenant 

and the new.  He is an Old Testament type prophet whose very life and way of living are a 

visible sign of his message.  He is the fulfillment of Isaiah’s promise of “a voice crying out.”  

John is the herald—the town crier—of this new “gospel era.”  “Prepare the way” for the One 

who is coming; the One who is even greater than John himself: the One whose sandals John is 

not even worthy to untie.  But, as John would say: “Enough about me.”  I’m not the one you are 

looking for. 

No, the one we are looking for is the One who is coming.  And that’s what this season is about.  

It ties the old with the new.  After all, we do celebrate this Advent season in the past, present, 

and future tenses.  It’s not a new thing. The first Christians gathered and recalled when Jesus was 

present on this earth, when he was put to death, and how he promised he would return. We echo 

their celebration of past, present, and future as we too proclaim the mystery of faith: “Christ has 

died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.” 

We recall our history as we reconnect with the birth event: Jesus’ first coming as a newborn 

child lying in a manger. By reconnecting, we place ourselves in the story (which is actually 

where God has placed us). So Christ comes to us this year, this time, at Christmas. The Christ 

who gave his body and blood for you is that same Jesus who connects with this generation, as he 

is born for you.   

“O Holy Child of Bethlehem 

Descend to us, we pray: 

Cast out our sin, and enter in, 

Be born in us today.” 



2 

 

Then there is that future coming—in that day or hour no one knows, which we—the institutional 

church—take to be the marker of the end of the age.  Lutherans tend not to talk much about that 

for several reasons. First, “we don’t know the day or the hour,” as Scripture tells us. Second, talk 

of the end-times sparks terms like “the rapture” which is quasi-biblical theology at best. And, for 

me, out of those two reasons a third one evolves: God needs us here and now. This is the world 

where we are called to live. This is the world where we are called to serve.  

The problem with many end-times interpretations is the trap of falling into the belief that what 

happens here and now doesn’t really matter. If we are unhappy in this life, we can look forward 

to God “fixing it” in the next. When people across our community, nation, and world are going 

hungry, we can soothe our consciences by saying those who hunger and thirst now will get their 

reward in heaven. And so on and so forth in regard to caring for homeless, protecting the 

environment, etc.  If I think of myself as “not of this world” it absolves me of any responsibility 

for it.  And that’s just plain wrong; i.e., it’s the exact opposite of what God is calling us to live 

and do. 

The present matters. This is where the kingdom is making itself known. This creation that 

envelops us is a precious gift.  This life we live counts as we live into the promise of God-with-

us.  This is the beginning of the Good News of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.  And, in a little play 

on words, I can also say “the present matters” referring to Jesus, our Emmanuel and God’s 

gracious gift to us. By training our ears to hear this as our story, it becomes much more than a 

sentimental pastoral scene on a Hallmark® card.  This is the story of our salvation—the 

beginning of the Good News for us. 

John the Baptizer, that voice crying out in the wilderness, set the scene long ago for God’s 

people to come face-to-face with their salvation. He called on them to repent as a way of 

preparing to receive the One who was coming to them. That meant more than admitting their 

faults and oversights. Repenting, as John taught, was about turning a life around, changing 

direction. John’s baptism of repentance was a sign of that new covenant God was making with 

God’s people. But covenant involves both God and the people on whom the covenant is 

bestowed. The water, the washing—it’s just the beginning of the Good News.  

Advent celebrates that beginning, and the tension of living between the “already” and the “not 

yet.”  When you were baptized, God marked you as his own and called you into partnership with 

him. Now, in this partnership, you and I are developing into what God believes we can be.   

These weeks of preparation remind us that we are very much about the process of becoming. We 

are preparing and making the paths straight so people will be able to get a glimpse of God 

through us. Our lives parallel this Advent as we watch and wait. Like eager children waiting for 

Christmas morning, we await the full revelation of the gift. For now, we might see the package 

from the outside, pick it up and shake it gently. We begin to think about what it could be.  At the 

right time, more will be revealed.  After all, this is the beginning of the Good News.  Amen. 

 


